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      Rationale  

The purpose of this policy is to support school improvement and the raising of standards of achievement, and 

attainment, for all our pupils.  

This policy intends to:  

- make clear our vision of the role of assessment as part of teaching and learning in St. Anne’s Catholic Primary 

School. 

- provide clear guidelines for the implementation of the policy  

- make transparent the procedures in place for monitoring and evaluating assessment practices  

- define clear responsibilities in relation to assessment  

- provide clear definitions and purposes for different types of assessment 

 

Introduction  

Assessment is integral to high quality teaching and learning and lies at the heart of the process of promoting 

children’s learning. It helps us to ensure that teaching is appropriate and that learners are making expected 

progress. It provides a framework for setting educational objectives, monitoring and communicating children’s 

progress. Assessment is carried out in partnership with children. We want our assessments of pupils’ progress to 

celebrate success and reduce underachievement. At St. Anne’s assessment must be a part of all teaching 

strategies, to help identify areas for development and track progress. It helps us to strengthen learning across the 

curriculum and helps teachers enhance their skills and judgments so that all learning is personalised to enable all 

children to make progress in each lesson. All staff are regularly trained in our approach to assessment. 

 

Fundamental Principles of Assessment  

All assessment should:  

• enable individual pupils to make progress in their learning  

• relate to shared learning objectives  

• be underpinned by confidence that every child can improve  

• help all pupils to demonstrate what they know, understand and are able to do  

• include reliable judgements about how learners are performing, related, where appropriate, to national 

standards  

• involve both teacher and pupils reviewing and reflecting upon assessment information  

• provide feedback which leads to pupils recognising the ‘next steps’ in their learning and how to work towards 

achieving these  

• enable teachers to plan more effectively  

• provide us with information to evaluate our work, and set appropriate targets at whole‐ school, class and 

individual pupil levels  

• enable parents to be involved in their child’s progress 

 

Roles and Responsibilities  

Teachers and Teaching Assistants are responsible for carrying out summative and formative assessments with 

individual pupils, small groups and whole classes, depending on the context. These outcomes will be shared with 

pupils as part of an ongoing dialogue about their learning progress. The outcomes of summative and formative 

assessments are reported to the Head Teacher.  These outcomes will be shared with parents at Parent 

Consultation meetings and in each pupil’s Annual Report.  

 

The Head Teacher/Deputy Head Teacher is responsible for ensuring that:  

• Each class teacher uses pupil tracking to analyse the performance of individuals and vulnerable groups, then 

to set individual pupil progress targets   

• Summative assessment tasks are carried out and that the resultant data is collated centrally. NFER  

assessments are used at the end of each term from autumn in Year 2 to Year 5 and in Year 1 from spring term. 

• All staff are familiar with current Assessment policy and practice.  

• At the end of each academic year, the Head Teacher and Deputy Head Teacher will set individual targets for 

each child in Reading, Writing and Maths, for the next academic year 



 

 

The Senior Leadership Team are responsible for:  

• Monitoring standards in core and foundation subjects  

• Analysing pupil progress and attainment, including individual pupils and specific pupil groups  

• Identifying pupil groups who are vulnerable to underachievement in relation to age expectations and prior 

attainment    

• Prioritising key actions to address underachievement of individuals and groups    

• Reporting to Governors on all key aspects of pupil progress and attainment, including current standards and 

trends over previous years 

• Holding teachers to account for the progress of individual pupils towards their end‐of‐ year targets 

 

 Subject Leaders are responsible for:  

• Ensuring all staff are familiar and with the assessment policy, practice and guidance for their particular 

subject  

• Ensuring that assessments of individual pupils are being carried out, recorded and shared with parents and 

SLT, where appropriate  

• Monitoring standards in their subject according to assessment criteria set out in the National Curriculum 

 

Teaching Staff are responsible for: 

• Regularly assessing pupils and providing feedback.  

• Adapting planning in line with assessments to ensure good progress for all.  

• Providing assessment information for pupils and parents as well as school leaders. 

 

Governors are responsible for:  

• Monitoring whole school progress data with support of the Head Teacher/ Deputy Head Teacher 

 

Teaching Assistants are responsible for:  

• Providing feedback to the teaching staff on progress ad attainment of pupils  

 

Parents and Carers are responsible for:  

• Supporting children at home with homework to positively impact on progress  

 

Pupils are responsible for:  

• Completing all work to highest of standard in order to make good progress in school 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

Both teacher assessments and formal assessments (tests) are moderated by Senior Leaders to ensure parity every 

term. Assessment data informs performance management targets to ensure pupil progress is at the heart of 

whole school improvement. Following assessment, data is analysed in detail by the HT/DHT and Pupil Progress 

Meetings held with all staff to identify pupils who may require further intervention and support. Lesson 

Observations focus on these pupils to ensure accelerated progress is being addressed within teaching. 

 

Types of Assessment 

Formative: This is the ongoing assessment carried out by teachers both formally and informally during a unit of 

work. The results of formative assessments have a direct impact on the teaching materials and strategies 

employed immediately following the assessment.  

 

Summative: This is ‘snapshot’ testing which establishes what a child CAN do at a given time 

 



AFL: Teachers should be using a variety of strategies that help to inform them of their pupil’s current level of 

understanding and progress at the outset of, within and at the end of a lesson/unit. Such techniques include:  

• Sharing Learning Intentions 

• Use of Success Criteria 

• Targeted questioning  

• Talking partners 

• Peer and self-assessment 

 

Assessment Protocols 

Early Years Foundation Stage: 

On entry to the school children will be informally assessed using Development Matters. Results are used to inform 

planning, set targets and aid early identification of any special needs. Children will be assessed regularly to ensure 

that the next steps in learning are appropriately planned in order to help children make progress. Pupils will be 

assessed using the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP) which is based on the teacher’s ongoing 

observations and assessments in the following areas:  

The prime areas of learning:  

Communication and Language  

Physical Development  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

The specific areas of learning:  

Literacy  

Mathematics  

Understanding of the World  

Expressive Arts and Design  

Characteristics of effective learning:  

Playing and Exploring  

Active Learning  

Creating and Thinking Critically  

There are 17 ELG (early learning goals) descriptors, together with a short narrative describing the child’s three 

characteristics of effective learning. For each ELG, practitioners must judge whether a child is meeting the level 

of development expected at the end of Reception year (expected), exceeding this level (exceeding) or not yet 

reaching this level (emerging). These are recorded termly in our schools Early Years Tracker which shows progress 

across all 17 ELGs. 

Each child’s developments and achievements are also recorded in their Learning Journals. 

 

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2: 

Reading: 

• Struggling readers/SEN children are assessed using YARC in September of each academic year 

• KS2 use reading plus to assess and support reading 

• Guided Reading and Independent Reading is assessed formatively using Gateshead Reading GAP 

• Individual pupil progress is discussed termly during Pupil Progress Review meetings (PPR) with class Teachers 

and Senior Leaders 

• Children are assessed at the end of each term using Key Performance Indicators (KPI), which are taken from 

the Programme of Study for each year group alongside NFER tests in English and Maths 

• Summative assessment information is inputted termly into our BROMCOM Tracking System and progress 

monitored towards targets 

Writing: 

• At the end of a completed unit of work, writing is assessed formatively using our school marking policy and 

Gateshead Writing GAP 

• Individual pupil progress is discussed termly during Pupil Progress Review meetings (PPR) with class Teachers 

and Senior Leaders 



• Children are assessed at the end of each term using Key Performance Indicators (KPI), which are taken from 

the Programme of Study for each year group 

• Summative assessment information is inputted termly into our Bromcom Tracking System and progress 

monitored towards targets 

 

 

Maths: 

• At the end of a completed unit of work,  maths is assessed formatively using our school marking policy and 

with an end of unit summative test 

• Individual pupil progress is discussed termly during Pupil Progress Review meetings (PPR) with class Teachers 

and Senior Leaders 

• Children are assessed at the end of each term using Key Performance Indicators (KPI), which are taken from 

the Programme of Study for each year group and end of term NFER tests 

• Summative assessment information is inputted termly into our Bromcom Tracking System and progress 

monitored towards targets 

Science: 

• Science is assessed half termly using our school science assessment grids 

• Children are assessed annually using Key Performance Indicators (KPI), which are taken from the Programme 

of Study for each year group 

 

Assessment within Curriculum Subject Areas:  

Pupils are assessed in other subject areas after each unit of work using the schools own assessment tracking 

sheets. We also believe it is vital for them to know how they are doing in order to make progress after each piece 

of work. Marking and feedback is used to highlight areas of strength, areas for improvement and next steps. 

 

Special Educational Needs: 

Pupils identified on the SEN register are assessed in line with other pupils where possible or against  Programmes 

of Study from an appropriate year group or targets on their individual Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) .  

 

Standardisation/Moderation 

The process of moderation is an essential part of the assessment system. Teachers are involved in the moderation 

process to ensure agreement on criteria for levels in the following ways;  

• With colleagues in school  

• With colleagues from other schools within the Gateshead cluster and other Trust schools 

• By attending LA sessions to ensure our judgements are in line with other schools  

Evidence of moderated work will be kept by curriculum leaders. 

 

Reporting  

Reports promote and provide: 

• Good home /school relationships  

• An opportunity for discussion with parents  

• In some cases, information with outside agencies  

• Targets for the children  

Parents are invited to attend formal consultations (parent evenings) with the teacher during the Autumn and 

Spring terms when targets for Reading, Writing, Maths and General Comments are shared. Should the need arise; 

parents are welcome to discuss the progress of their child with the Teacher or Head Teacher at other times. 

A written report for each child is sent to parents, once a year, at the end of the Summer term. Reports outline a 

child’s progress in the core and foundation subjects of the National Curriculum. The teacher will make a comment 

on the attainment of the pupil in terms of expected progress in relation to the relevant Programme of Study. 

Targets for Reading, Writing and Maths are also set.  



For children at the end of Key Stages 1 & 2, additional information including details of the SATs testing will also 

be provided.  

For children at the end of Year 1, additional information relating to Phonics Screening will also be shared. This will 

also be shared with Year 2 children who have re-sat the Phonics Screening. 

 

This policy will be reviewed annually or sooner in the light of any National guidance to changes in assessment. 

  



Appendix 1 

Assessment Flowchart 
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 SLT 

  

YARC Reading Assessments (weeks 1 and 2 of 
September) 
Reception Baseline completed by 30 September. 

Autumn Term 
National Data Analysis 
Raising Attainment Plan Monitoring 
Staff Appraisal Targets 
Monitoring/Moderation of Assessment 
Whole School Data Analysis 
Present to Governors 
 

 

Staff Appraisal Target Setting (linked to raising 
standards) 

  

Autumn Term 1 
Pupil Performance Review Meetings 
Intervention Meetings 
(Monday before Half Term) 
Input data on to Bromcom Year group tracker  
(penultimate Friday of term) 
 

Autumn Term 2 
Parent Consultations and Targets 
Intervention Meetings  
(Monday before half term) 
 (penultimate Friday of term) 
NFER Tests 
Next Steps 

Spring Term 
Raising Attainment Plan Monitoring 
Staff Review 
Monitoring/Moderation of Assessment 
School Improvement Plan Monitoring 
and Review 
Whole School Data Analysis 
Present to Governors 
 

  

Spring Term 1 
As Autumn Term 1 

 

Spring Term 2 
As Autumn Term 2 

 
Summer Term 1 

National Assessments 
As Autumn Term 1 

 
Summer Term 2 

NFER Assessments- Maths and English (1-6)  
(First two weeks in June) 
As Autumn 2 
Formulate Next steps – Summative assessment 
for all subjects 
End of Year School Report 

Summer Term 
Raising Attainment Plan Monitoring 
National Test Results Analysis 
School Improvement Plan Monitoring 
and Review 
Monitoring/Moderation of Assessment 
Whole School Data Analysis 
Present to Governors 



  

 


